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^V.^AChuk of Mr. SE ATONES Will, 

Dated 0<J?. 8. 1738* 

r Give my Kijlinghury EJlate to the Unherfity cf Cambridge 
for ever: the Rents of which Jhallbe difpofed of yearly by 
the Vice-Chancellor for the time being, as he the Vice-Chancellor^^ 
the Majler of Clare-Halt^ and the Greek Profejfor for the time 
beingy or any two of them fhaU agree. IVhich three perfons 
aforefaid fhall give out a SubjeSl^ which SubjeSl fhall for the 
firft Year be one or other of the PerfeSiions or Attributes of the- 
Supreme Beings and fo the fucceeding TearSy till tht SubjeSh 
is exhaujled'y and afterwards the SubjeSl fhall be either Deaths 
Judgment y Heaven, Hell, Purity cf heart, ^c, or whatever elfe 
may be judged by the Vice-Chancellor^ Mafler of Clare-Hally 
and Greek Pr<feffor to be mqfl conducive to the honour of the 
Supreme Being and recommendation of Virtue^ And they fhall 
yearly difpofe cf the Rent of the aborue Eftate to that Mafler of 
ArtSy whofe Poem on the SubjeSl given fhall be befl approved 
by them. TVhich Poem I ordain to be always in Englifhy and to 
be printed^ the expence of which fhall be deduSled out of the 
produSi of the EftatCy and the refidue given as a reward for the 
Compofer cf the Poemy or Odcy or Copy of Verfes^ 

WE the underwritten, do affign Mr. S EATON'S Reward 
. to Mr. C SMART, M. A. for his Poem on The Goodnefs 
of the Supreme Beingy and direft the faid Poem to be printed,, 
according to the tenor of the Will.. 

Oft. 28. 1755. 

H.Thomas Vice-Chancellor. - 
J. micox Matter of Clare-Haa 



ON THE 
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SUPREME BEING. 



ORPHEUS, for *fo the Gentiles call'd thy name, 
Ifrad 8 fweet Pfalmift, who alone couldft wake 
Th* inanimate to motion j who alone 
The joyful hillocks, the applauding rocks. 
And floods with mufical perfuafion drew j 
Thou who to hail and fnow gav ft voice and (bund. 
And mad'ft the mute melodious ! — greater yet 
Was thy divineft fltill, and rul'd o'er more 
Than art and nature^ for thy tunefiil touch 
Drove trembling Satan from the heart of Saul, 

* See this oonjeduie firoogly fupported by Dekny^ in his Life of David. 

And 
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And quell'd the evil Angel : — in this breaft 
Some portion of thy genuine fpirit breathy. 
And lift me from myfelf, each thought impure 
Banifh^ each low idea raife, refine, 
Enlarge, and fanftify ; — fo fliall the mufe 
Above the ftars afpire, and aim to praife 
Her God on earth, as he is prais'd in heaven. 

Immenfe Creator! whofe all-pow'rful hand 
Framed univeHal Being, and whofe Eye 
Saw like thyfelf, that all things form'd were good 5 
Where ftiall the tim'rous bard thy praife begin. 
Where end die pureft facrifice of fbng, 
And juft thankfgiving?-The thought-kindling light. 
Thy prime produftion, darts upon my mind 
Its vivifying beams, my heart illumines. 
And fills my foul with gratitude and Thee. 
Hail to the chearfiil rays of ruddy niorn, 
That paint the ftreaky Eaft, and blithfome roufe 
The birds, the cattle, and mankind from reft ! 
Hail to the frefhnefs of the early breeze. 

And 
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And Iris dancing on the new-fall n dew! 
Without the aid of yonder golden globe 
Loft were the gamefs luftre, loft the lilly. 
The tulip and auriculas (potted pride; 
Loft were the peacock's plumage, to the fight 
So pleafing in its pomp and gloify glow. 
O thrice-illuftrious! were it not for thee 
Thofe panfieS) that reclining from the bank, 
View thro' th' immaculate, pellucid ftream 
Their portraiture in the inverted heaven. 
Might as well change their triple boaft, the white. 
The purple, and the gold, that far outvie 

■ ■ ■ » 

The Eaftern monarch's garb, ev'n with the dock,, 
Ev'n with the baneful hemlock's irkfome green. 
Without thy aid, without thy gladfome beams 
The tribes of woodland warblers wou'd remain 
Mute on the bending bmches, nor recite 
The praife of him, who, e'er he form'd their lord. 
Their voices tun'd to tranfport, wing'd their flight, 
And bade them call for nurture, and receive ; 
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And lo ! they call 5 the blackbiird. and the thrufh. 
The woodlark, and the redbreaft jointly call ; 
He hears and feeds their feather 'd familfes^ 
He feeds his fweet muficians^ — nor negleds 
Th' invoking ravens in the greenwood wide ; 
And tho their throats coarfe ruttling hurt the eac, 
They mean it all for muiic^ thanks and praife 
They mean, and leave ingratitude to man; — 
But not to all^^ — for hark! the organs bhm 
Their iwelling notes round the cathedra's dome^ 
And grace di' harmonious choir, celeftial feaft: 
To pious ears, and med'cine of the mind^ 
The thrilling trebles and the manly ba&t 
Join in accordance meet^ and with one voice 
All to the £icred fubjedl fuit their ibng: 
While in each bread fweet melancholy reigns 
Angelically penfive, till the joy 
Improves and purifies ; - the folemn fcene 
The Sim thro' ftoried panes furveys with awe,. 
And baflifully with-holds each bolder beam. 
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Here, as her home, from mom to eve frequents 
The cherub Gratitude^ — behold her Eyes! 
With love and gladnefs weepingly they (hed 
Extatic (miles; the incenfe, that her hands 
Uprear, is iweeter than the breath of May 
Caught from the ne£brine*s bloflbm, aiid her voice 
Is more than voice can tell; to him (he fings. 
To him who feeds, who clothes and who adorns. 
Who made and who preferves, whatever dwelk 
In air, in ftedfaft earth, or fickle fea. 
O He is good, he is immenfely good? 
Who all things form'd, and formed them all for man ; 
Who mark'd die climates, varied every zone, 
Difpeniing all his blellings for the bell 
In order and in beauty : — rife, attend, 
Atteft, aiid praife, ye quarters of the world! 
Bow down, ye elephants, fubmifEve bow 
To him, who made the mite ; tho* Afia s pride. 
Ye carry armies on yoxir tow'r-crowrfd backs. 
And grace the turban'd tyrants^ bow to him 
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Who is as great, as perfed and as good 
In his lefs-ftriking wonders, till at length 
The eye*s at fault and feeks th' aflBfting glafe. 
Approach and bring from Araby the bleft 
The fragrant caflia, frankincenfe and myrrh. 
And meekly kneeling at the altars foot 
Lay all the tributary incenfe down. 
Stoop, (able Africa, with rev'rence ftoop. 
And from thy brow take off the painted plume ; 
With golden ingots all thy camels load 
T* adorn his temples, haften with thy (pear 
Reverted, and thy trufty bow imftrung. 
While unpurfu*d thy lions roam and roar. 
And ruin'd towVs, rude rocks and caverns wide 
Remurmur to the glorious, furly found. 
And thou, fair Indi^, whofe immenfe domain 
To counterpoife the Hemifphere extends, 
Hafte from the Weft, and with thy fruits and flow'rs. 
Thy mines and med cines, wealthy maid, attend. 
More than the plenteoufnefs fo fam'd to flow 
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By fabling bards from Atnaltheas horn 

Is thine ; thine therefore be a portion due 

Of thanks and praiie : come with thy brilliant crown 

And veft of fiirrj and from thy fragrant lap 

Pomegranates and the ridi f ananas pour. 

But chiefly thou^ Europa, feat of grace 

And Chriftian excellence, his goodnefs own. 

Forth from ten thoufand temples pour his praiie^ 

Clad in the armour of the living God 

Approach, unfheath the fpirit s flaming^ (word j, 

Faith's (hield. Salvation s glory, — compafs'd helm 

With fortitude aiTume, and o*er your heart 

Fair truth's invulnerable breail-plate fpread^ 

Then join the general chorus of all worlds. 

And let the fong of charity begin 

In ftrains feraphic, and melodious pray'r^ 

" O all-fuflScient, all-beneficent. 

Thou God of Goodnefs and of glory, hear! 

Thou, who to lowlieft minds doft condefcend, 

•j* Annanas the IndUn name for Pine- Apples. 
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" Affuming pafBons to enforce thy laws, 
Adopting jealoufy to prove thy love : 

" Thou, who refign*d humility uphold, 
Ev n as the florift props the drooping rofe. 
But quell tyrannic pride with peerleis pow r, 
Ev'n as the tempeft rives the ftubbom oak : 
O all-iufScient, all-beneficent. 
Thou God of goodneis and of glory, hear! 

<^ £le{s all mankind, and bring them in the end 
" To heav'n, to immortality, and Thee ! 
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